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The year passes quickly. The Green Phoenix activities and actions continue to increase. At the
same time everything initiated has to be sustained and deepened. This has been a year of
dialogue, concerted community work, education, self learning, and also challenging standard
destructive practices, and engaging government in implementing existing conservation related
laws. Through creative and wide ranging means we have succeeded in enriching our community's
scope for diversifying livelihood and also bringing respect to this kind of action. Our hope is to
bring many more people into the Green Phoenix mission within the next year, youth and women
especially. This is a report of a few of our activities this year.

Above, working with Paniya family members, and visitors on the paddy field. Picture cover page of
Srilatha, a Paniya family member of Nisha and Sajji (GP Fellows) who takes part in many things we
do.
1) We held a few workshops with local farmers on wildlife issues, use of chemicals, cutting of
bamboo for bitter gourd plantations. The need for dialogue with farmers (our own family and
neighbours) on environmental issues is urgent especially in an area given over to intensive
chemical based agriculture. Farmers have many issues, most are caught in a debt trap, and
most are afraid to shift without a clear evidence that something diﬀerent will work. Everyone
says they are not attached to the kind of farming they do, or even the particular cash crop, but
they need assurance to make the transition. We are better placed to have this discussion
because of our own eﬀorts on the leased land towards self suﬃciency and community farming
(including students and our families and friends)
2) The leased paddy field land has been a very important part of our year, and has been a great
source of organic rice and other produce, and an example to all the people who walk or drive
by. Often it is our field that has the best night watch because we are able to take turns and
also to bring students to do the night watch with us. As a result we had a bumper harvest of

old an race of rice from the first planting. We divided the harvest between all the members and
for many of us this was an emotional moment to eat the best rice in the world that we had
grown ourselves. We planted only a fraction of the field in the monsoon season due to the
stream levels being very high. We suﬀered a lot of grain loss to birds and rats, but we have a
good quality grain and a fragrant old variety too. A bit like Basmati. Students have helped in
the paddy field work, and are learning about the problems and joys of farming.
3) A major threat to our fragile riparian ecology comes from large scale extractors of bamboo
which is marketed as ornamental decorations in big festivals held by temples. We took this head
on, and despite threats and oﬀer of bribes managed to push through a law on banning the cutting
of bamboo by big players from outside the area.

Above river cleaning.There is still plastic to remove from the river, though it diminishes in quantity
with every year. People are becoming more aware.

4) During the dry season we have continued with river cleaning, and in certain seasons night
watch regularly to control dynamite fishing etc. Athough the problems have greatly eased, we
need to trawl the river occasionally for plastics and other pollutants and malpractice.
5) Monitoring the revival of fish and other freshwater life in the Stone River has been an immensely
rewarding thing to do, and to see how many more species there are in the river now, ones that we
believed had gone forever. In the coming season we will work with a fish coservationist to
inventory the first order streams in this area.
6) Vigilance on forest fires, and collaborating with forest guards and watchers on fire management
and control is now part of our dry season work. The department is short staﬀed and require much
more support from the community and we are always ready to help them whenever a fire breaks
out. In fact we are more vigilant than they on noting and reporting on fires.
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7) We have established a vigilance squad with volunteers only from the next village downstream
and in one arm of the river against fly tipping. This is a very important step, as we cannot be
everywhere doing everything.

8) Regular forest patrols to monitor large mammal movement and vigilance against poaching is
also part of our regular work now.
9) Increasing numbers of school and college students visit the Gurukula Botanical Sanctuary and
the Green Phoenix as part of a complementary tour on native biodiversity and community based
ecological nurturance. We receive requests all the time to take people on walks and tours and to

have discussions. Providing eco-friendly meals for visitors, on a rota basis, in diﬀerent households
and farms in the area has become a regular activity now.

Above: Taking vistors from another rural area around our neighbourhood and explaining various
issues to them. These are women from an NGO is Karnataka, each one works with hundreds of
other women on social and environmental issues.

Above: Sorting through plastic to find clues of the dumper. By going through carefully we can find
addresses of shops and companies that organize this dumping of trash in our forest.

Above: Community action on invasive species along with the forest department personnel
10) We also attend classes held in the Sanctuary on various environmental issues. We continue to
keep a diary about our progress.

11) We value visiting other people and learning from their eﬀorts and their experiences. It is is
always interesing to discover other contexts. This year we made some excursions to other
farmers and conservationists in the area. Such as the visit with Cheru Vayal Raman (below) who
has conserved more than 25 traditional rice varieties.

12) An important development is the deicision for one of us to participate in a state wide anticorruption network.We are particularly concerned with corruption when it comes to environmental
issues but many things are connected, and we learn a lot from experienced people in this eﬀort.
13) We have continued to facilitate cultural exchanges between visiting groups and the Kurchiya
and Paniya hamlets that we are part of, and also with settler farmers.
14) We are pleased to be co-hosting a three month Apprenticeship in Ecological Nurturance for
students from around India. This is also an
important shift this year.
15) We had another turbulent monsoon season
with widespread damage in our district. We
took part in various flood relief activities this
time too.
16) The little after school centre has
transformed into a more informal engagement
with youth and children, many more young men
are accompanying our forest walks, and many
more older women are participating in our

community farming as well as in our cultural
actions.
Right: Pradeep enjoys cooking and serving the
multitudes who come on river work or paddy
field work

Above: College groups visit our area, and there is lot to explain and do with them!

We hope you enjoyed the piectures and the brief notes. it is our intention to keep a blog but we
never get around to it. These notes are from the minutes of our meetings organized once a week
or as the need arises. Now we can all write books on our experiences. There is so much to share!
Happy 2020!
Jaimon Joseph
Suprabha Seshan
(Translated from Malayalam)

The beautiful Stone River on whose banks we live, just before it leaves the forest to enter the
farming areas and the village.

